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Citation 

These Regulations may be cited as the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations, 2025. 

Part 1 Introduction 

Scope and Objectives 

1) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon it by section 8(3)(c) and 123(a) of the Natural Gas Act, 

2024, the Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority (“URCA”) hereby issues these Regulations 

relating to the transfer of natural gas in Bahamian Waters.  

2) The objectives of these Regulations are to prescribe the requirements and safety conditions to carry 

out Transfer Operations of natural gas in Bahamian waters. 

Application  

3) These Regulations shall apply to all transfers of natural gas in Bahamian waters. 

Repeal and Entry into effect 

4) These Regulations repeal and replace the Liquified Natural Gas Ship-to-Ship handling Operation 

Regulations (NGS 15/2024). 

5) These Regulations shall come into effect on the date of their publication in accordance with section 

15(1)(a) of the Natural Gas Act, 2024. 

Definitions 

6) In these Regulations, any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Natural 
Gas Act, 2024 has the meaning so assigned and, unless the context otherwise requires, the following 
terms will have the following meanings: 

“Bahamian Waters” means all the areas of the sea subject to the jurisdiction of The Bahamas, and 

includes territorial waters, archipelagic waters and internal waters navigable by seagoing ships. 

“Bunkering” means the supply of natural gas for use by ships for fuel including the logistics of 

loading and distributing the fuel among available shipboard tanks and includes, inter alia, STS, PTS, 

FTS and TTS. 

“Bunker Vessel” means a bunker barge, ship or vessel responsible for delivering natural gas to 

ships for the purpose of fuel.  

“Consultation” means a process of discussion between URCA and the Port Department regarding 

a particular subject or matter. While consultation involves the exchange of views, opinions, and 

relevant information, it is understood that URCA holds the primacy of opinion and retains the final 

decision-making authority. Consultation may take place either orally or in writing, as deemed 

appropriate by URCA. 

“Department of Environmental Planning and Protection” or “DEPP” means the Bahamas 
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Department of Environmental Planning and Protection. 

“Delivering Vessel” or “Vessel to be Lightered” means a vessel which transfers or offloads a cargo 

of natural gas to another vessel in a lightering operation. 

“ETA” means estimated time of arrival. 

“Facility” means any location, structure, or installation, whether onshore or offshore, that 

is used or capable of being used to transfer natural gas to or from a ship. This includes, but 

is not limited to, the structure, equipment, and appurtenances thereto, utilized in the 

transfer process. Also included are facilities used for the purpose of tanking, cleaning, or 

stripping natural gas, as well as any floating structure that supports or forms an integral 

part of the facility’s operation, such as floating storage units or transfer platforms. 

“Facility-to-ship” or “FTS” means bunkering carried out by the transfer of LNG from a facility to a 

Fuel Receiver. 

“Fuel Receiver” means the ship or vessel that receives natural gas as bunker fuel from a Bunker 

Vessel, bunker truck or other fueling facility. 

“Hazard Identification Study” or “HAZID” means a structured examination of a facility or vessel to 

identify potential hazards focusing on hazards arising due to the external environment (i.e. not the 

technical/electrical components and design).  It includes but is not limited to the qualitative risk 

analysis methods based on expert judgement and identifies potential hazards or hazardous events 

likely to cause loss or damage to human, environment, or asset during the operation of target 

system in a systematic manner, and then draws and proposes risk reduction measures to lower 

the risk levels of hazards or hazardous events identified below an allowable level. 

“Hazard and Operability study” or “HAZOPS” means a detailed, structured and systematic 

methodology for the analysis of a planned or existing process or operation.  It includes the 

qualitative risk analysis methods based on expert judgement, and identifies potential hazards or 

hazardous events likely to cause loss or damage to human, environment, or asset during the 

operation of target system in a systematic manner, and then draws and proposes risk reduction 

measures to lower the risk levels of hazards or hazardous events identified below an allowable 

level. 

“Lightering” or “Lightering operation” means the transfer of a cargo of natural gas from a Vessel 

to another Vessel including all phases of the operation from the beginning of the mooring 

operation to the departure of the service vessel from the Delivering Vessel, except for when that 

cargo is intended only for use as fuel abord the receiving vessel. 

“Lightering Zone” means a location or locations within Bahamian Waters specified for lightering 

operations in accordance with these Regulations. 

“LNG” means liquefied natural gas. 

“Transfer Operation” or “NGTO” means a transfer of natural gas by lightering or bunkering; 

“Natural Gas Transfer Service Provider” or “NGTSP” means a company or organization that 
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specializes in providing services for the safe conduct of Natural Gas Service Transfer Operations 

and is registered in accordance with these Regulations to do so. 

“MARPOL” means the provisions of Protocol I and Annexes I, II, III and V of the International 

Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973 as modified by the Protocol of 1978 

relating thereto, together with any amendments made thereto from time to time in force. 

“Marine Transfer Area” means that part of a waterfront facility handling natural gas in bulk 

between the vessel, or where the vessel moors, and the first manifold or shutoff valve on the 

pipeline encountered after the secondary containment inland of the terminal manifold or loading 

arm, or, in the absence of secondary containment, to the valve or manifold adjacent to the bulk 

storage tank, including the entire pier of wharf to which a vessel transferring oil or hazardous 

material is moored. 

“Natural Gas” means either natural gas unmixed, or any mixture of natural or hydrocarbon 

compounds (with the exception of liquefied petroleum gas), including compressed or liquefied 

natural gas, natural gas liquids and condensate recovered from natural gas. 

"Offshore Facility” means any facility of any kind located in, on or under any of the Bahamian 

Waters. 

“Onshore Facility” means any facility (including but not limited to transit vehicles such as buses, 

vans cars, trucks as well as vehicles used for support services) of any kind located in, on or under 

any land within the Commonwealth of The Bahamas other than submerged land. 

“Person in Charge” or “PIC” means an individual designated as a person in charge of transfer 

operations for ships. 

“Port-to-Ship” or “PTS” means bunkering carried out via a terminal installed on a dock or pier 

which supplies fuel to a ship’s tank. 

“Port Controller” means the principal officer of the relevant Port Department for an area in which 

Transfer operations take place or the public authority having statutory or other Government 

authority for any port area in The Bahamas or an authorized third party representative. 

“Port Department” or “BPD” means the Bahamas Port Department. 

“Qualified Ship” means: 

 (a) Service Vessel; 

 (b) Delivering Vessel; 

 (c) Bunker vessel;  

 (d) Fuel receiver; or 

(d) Any combination of a service vessel, Delivering Vessel, bunker vessel and fuel receiver. 

"Service Vessel" means the vessel which receives a cargo of natural gas from another vessel in a 
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lightering operation. 

“Simultaneous Operations” or “SIMOPS” means the conduct of LNG transfer operations (including 

bunkering) occurring at the same time as other shipboard or terminal activities, such as cargo 

loading or unloading, ballast operations, maintenance, inspection, crew training, or passenger 

transfer. The identification, assessment, and control of potential hazards arising from these 

overlapping operations shall be managed through a structured risk assessment process, including 

hazard identification (HAZID) and, where necessary, a hazard and operability study (HAZOP), to 

ensure that all activities can be conducted safely and without adverse interaction. 

“Ship” means a ship, whether self-propelled or not, capable of safely carrying a cargo of natural 

gas. 

“Ship Operator” or “Owner” means the person who operates (or owns) or is responsible for the 

operation of the ship. 

“Ship-to-Ship” or “STS” as the context requires means either: 

(a) Bunkering carried out via a Bunker Vessel to a Fuel Receiver whether onshore or 

offshore;  

(b) Lightering carried out via a Delivering Vessel to a Service Vessel whether onshore of 

offshore. 

“STCW” means the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978. 

“Supply” in relation to gas means the physical delivery of gas to any building, vessel, structure, or 

other place. 

“Tankship” means a self-propelled tank ship constructed or adapted primarily to carry oil, natural 

gas or hazardous material in bulk in the cargo spaces. 

“Transfer” means any movement natural gas to, from, or within a Vessel by means of pumping, 

gravitation, or displacement. A transfer is considered to begin when the person in charge on the 

transferring vessel or facility and the person in charge on the receiving facility or vessel first meet 

to begin completing the declaration of inspection as required by this regulation. A transfer is 

considered to be complete when all the connections for the transfer have been uncoupled and 

secured with blanks or other closure devices and both of the persons in charge have completed 

the declaration of inspection to include the date and time the transfer was complete.  A transfer 

is not deemed to have been ended by a disconnection or reconnection due to operational reasons 

such as weather, vessel traffic or mooring adjustments. 

“Truck-to-Ship” or “TTS” means bunkering carried out via a tanker truck on a dock which supplies 

fuel to a ship’s tank. 

“Vessel” includes a ship, tankship and tanker. 

'“UAT” means the Utilities Appeal Tribunal. 
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Interpretation 

7) In these Regulations, unless the contrary appears: 

a) headings are for convenience only and do not affect interpretation; 

b) a reference to a statute or other law includes regulations and other instruments under it and 

consolidations, amendments, re‐enactments or replacements of any of them; 

c) words in the singular include the plural and vice versa; 

d) words importing persons include a body whether corporate, politic, or otherwise; 

e) where a word or phrase is defined, its other grammatical forms have a corresponding meaning; 

f) mentioning anything after include, includes or including does not limit what else might be 

included; 

g) words and expressions which are not defined have the meanings given to them in the Natural Gas 

Act, 2024;  

h) reference to a person shall include firms or companies; and 

i) cross references are marked with an open parenthesis. It is expressly stated that the use of an 

open parenthesis in these cross references bears no legal interpretation. The sole legally 

pertinent element is the reference number. 

Incorporation by reference 

8) Certain materials and standards are hereby incorporated by reference into these Regulations with 

the approval of URCA and form an integral part of these Regulations as if fully set out herein. Any 

amendments to these Regulations shall be made by URCA in accordance with its established 

Consultation Process. Amendments to the incorporated materials shall be made in accordance with 

the procedures and standards issued by the respective originating institutions, whose standards are 

expressly incorporated by reference into these Regulations:  

 

 Subject Matter  Document Issuing Body 

(a) Guidelines for 
Ship-to-Ship 
transfer  

Ship-to-Ship transfer guide 
for Petroleum, Chemicals 
and Liquefied Gases. 1st 
Edition, 2013. 

Cited as: Ship-to-Ship 
transfer guide for 
Petroleum, Chemicals and 
Liquefied Gases 

International Chamber of 
Shipping (ICS), Oil 
Companies International 
Marine Forum (OCIMF), 
Society of International 
Gas Tanker and Terminal 
Operators (SIGGTO) and 
Chemical Distribution 
Institute (CDI) 

(b) Requirements for 
LNG bunkering 
transfer systems 

Ships and marine 
technology — 
Specification for bunkering 

International Organization 
for Standardization (ISO) 
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and operations, 
including 
equipment, 
procedures, and 
safety measures 

of liquefied natural gas 
fueled ships. Edition 2, 
2021.  

Cited as: ISO 20519:2021 

(c) Standards for the 
safe construction 
and operation of 
ships carrying 
LNG in bulk 

International Code for the 
Construction and 
Equipment of Ships 
Carrying Liquefied Gases in 
Bulk (IGC Code). 

Cited as IGC Code 

International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) 

(d) Standards for 
installation and 
equipment for 
liquified natural 
gas in ship to 
shore and port 
operations 

Petroleum and natural gas 
industries – Installation 
and equipment for 
liquefied natural gas – 
Ship-to-Shore interface 
and port operations 

Cited as: ISO 28460:2010 

 

ISO 

(e) Risk assessment 
for LNG facilities 
onshore and at 
shoreline (export 
& import 
terminals) 

Guidance on performing 
risk assessment in the 
design of onshore LNG 
installations including the 
Ship/Shore interface 

Cited as ISO/DTS 16901  

ISO 

(f) LNG as a marine 
fuel – Safety and 
Operational 
Guidelines – 
Bunkering 

Safety and Operational 
Guidelines – Bunkering 

 

FP07-01 

ISBN : 978-1-9996669-7-2 

SKU : FP07-01 

Society For Gas as Marine 
Fuel (SGMF) 

(g) Simultaneous 
Operations 
(SIMOPs) during 
LNG Bunkering 

SIMOPs during LNG 
Bunkering 

 

FP08 

ISBN : 978-0-9933164-7-0 

SKU : FP08-01 

 

SGMF 

(h) Bunkering of 
Ships with LNG 
Competency and 
Assessment 
Guidelines 

Bunkering of ships with 
LNG Competency and 
Assessment Guidelines 

 

FP04-02 

ISBN : 978-0-9933164-5-6 

SKU : FP04 

SGMF 

(i) International 
Code of Safety 
for Ship Using 
Gases or Other 
Low-flashpoint 

Use of gases as fuel in 
maritime transportation 

 

Cited as IGF Code 

IMO 
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Fuels (IGF Code) 

(j)  

Bunker Checklist 

Liquified Gas 
Series – Version 
A & B 

 

STS Operations 

 

Version A – Project-based 
bunker operation checklist 

 

Version B – Ship to Ship 
bunker operations at 
“Bunker Ready Terminal” 

International Association 
of Ports and Harbors 
(IAPH) 

(j) Bunker Checklist 
Liquefied Gas 
series – Version 
A, B, M 7 T 

 

TTS Operations 

Version A – Bunker 
operations that are 
supervise by a Bunker 
Facility Operator 

 

Version B – Single Truck to 
Ship bunker operations 

 

Version M 

 

Version T 

IAPH 

9) All guidance, requirements, and procedures set out in standards, guidelines, and other materials 

incorporated by reference into these Regulations shall, as applicable, be complied with. In the event 

of any conflict between the provisions of these Regulations and any such incorporated material, the 

provisions of these Regulations shall prevail. The conflicting provision of the incorporated material 

shall be deemed inapplicable, but only to the extent of the inconsistency. 

Part 2 Applications to conduct Natural Gas Transfers 

Application, Alternatives and Exemptions for Natural Gas Transfers 

10) All transfers of natural gas within Bahamian waters shall be conducted in accordance with the 

provisions of these regulations unless that transfer is conducted in accordance with – 

a) An alternative procedure, method, or equipment standard approved by URCA in accordance with 

these regulations; or 

b) An exemption or partial exemption granted by URCA in accordance with these regulations. 

11) URCA in consultation with the Port Controller may consider and approve alternative procedures, 

methods, or equipment standards to be used by a ship operator in lieu of any requirements where: 

a) compliance with the requirement is economically or physically impractical; 

b) the ship operator submits a written request for the alternative at least thirty (30) calendar days 

before operations under the alternative are proposed, unless URCA in consultation with the Port 
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Controller authorizes a shorter time; and 

c) the alternative provides an equivalent level of safety and protection from pollution which is 

documented in the request. 

12) URCA in consultation with the Port Controller may take final approval or disapproval action on any 

alternative requested, in writing, within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of the request. 

13) URCA in consultation with the Port Controller, may grant an exemption or partial exemption from 

compliance with any requirement in this part, where: 

a) the ship operator submits an application for exemption via the Port Controller at least thirty (30) 

calendar days before operations under the exemption are proposed, unless the Port controller 

authorizes a shorter time; and 

b) it is determined, from the application, that: 

i) compliance with a specific requirement is economically, technically or physically impractical; 

ii) no alternative procedures, methods, or equipment standards exist that would provide an 

equivalent level of safety and protection from pollution; and 

iii) the likelihood of LNG being discharged as a result of the exemption is minimal. 

14) Where requested, the applicant must submit any appropriate information, including an 

environmental and economic assessment of the effects of and reasons for the exemption and 

proposed procedures, methods or equipment standards. 

15) The exemption may specify the procedures, methods, or equipment standards that will apply. 

16) Where an exemption is granted or denied in writing, the decision of URCA, made in conjunction with 

the Bahamas Port Department (“BPD”), is a final agency action. 

Requirements for Conducting Natural Gas Transfer Operations 

17) A Natural Gas Transfer Operation shall only be initiated by a Delivering Vessel or Bunkering Vessel (as 

the nature of the NGTO may require) where: 

a) the vessel, their owner or agent is registered as a NGTSP in accordance with these Regulations 
and conducts the management of the NGTO or alternatively where the NGTO under the 
management of a third party NGTSP; 

b) an approval is issued, or deemed to be issued, by the Port Controller in the form set out in Form 
2 of the First Schedule to these Regulations; and 

c) the NGTO is proposed to be conducted in compliance with these Regulations. 

18) No permit issued under these regulations may be assigned or transferred to another person without 
the prior written consent of URCA.  Any purported transfer of a permit issued under these regulations 
without the prior written consent of URCA is void. 
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19) For the avoidance of doubt, the Permit obtained by the NGSTP under section 17(b) covers the 

participation of all Qualified Ships set out therein to engage in that NGTO. 

20) Any lightering intended because of collision, grounding, tank rupture or any similar emergency 

affecting a Qualified Ship, shall in addition to a permit issued in Form 2, require an approval by URCA 

and in that instance, the owner of the Qualified Ship may be obliged to submit additional information 

to the Port Controller and/or URCA concerning the Ship´s damaged conditions, stability plans, 

contingency plans and any relevant advice from structural experts or the Ship´s Classification Society. 

Permit Application Process for Natural Gas Service Transfer Operations 

21) An application for a Permit under these Regulations shall be – 

a) made in the form set out in Form 1 of the First Schedule of the Regulations; 

b) submitted electronically to the relevant Port Controller; 

c) submitted no less than ninety-six (96) hours prior to the intended commencement of the NGTO; 

d) accompanied by the documents required in accordance with Form 1 of the First Schedule of these 
Regulations and any other information or documentation as may be reasonably required; 

e) accompanied by the payment of the prescribed fee as set out in URCA’s Fee Schedule in 
accordance with these Regulations. 

22) The Port Controller shall review an application for a permit and within ninety-six (96) hours of the 
receipt of an application – 

a) approve the application and grant a permit in the form set out in Form 2 of the First Schedule of 
these regulations; 

b) reject the application, specifying reasons for the rejection; or 

c) request further information necessary or desirable to evaluate the application. 

23) Where the Port Controller requests further information pursuant to section 22 (c), the Port Controller 
shall have a further seventeen (17) hours from the time of receipt of the information to evaluate the 
permit application. 

24) Where the Port Controller intends to approve an application, the Port Controller shall notify the 
applicant in writing of such approval and the applicant shall pay the prescribed permit fee as set out 
in URCA’s Fee Schedule after which the Port Controller shall issue a permit in form set out in Form 2 
of the First Schedule of these regulations. 

25) Where an applicant has applied to the Port Controller in compliance with these regulations and the 
Port Controller has not responded to the applicant within ninety-six (96) hours of the delivery of the 
application, then, the applicant may pay the permit fee and thereafter the NGTO shall be deemed to 
have been approved and that the NGTO may commence on the basis of such deemed approval. 
 

26) In the event the ship's ETA at the lightering or bunkering location changes by a period exceeding six 
(6) hours, the owner or the owner's agent of each ship shall promptly advise the Port Controller in 
writing of such change along with the new ETA. 
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Part 3 Technical Requirements 

Obligations in relation to Conduct of NGTOs 

27) Any person participating in a NGTO shall carry out their duties with due diligence and act in 
accordance with sound industry practice. 

28) NGTOs shall be subject to the following standards and requirements: 

a) Every NGTO shall be conducted in accordance with an approved Operation Plan and the plan 

submitted for approval shall include: 

i) the description (classification, name, flag, call sign, IMO Number and ETA) of each Qualified 

Ship and its P&I Club or other liability insurer and safety, pollution prevention and insurance 

certification, including that the respective ship is fit and equipped for the purposes of 

conducting NGTOs; 

ii) for lightering, a statement that each Qualified Ship possesses a valid Approved Lightering 

Operation Plan and that the Lightering will be carried out in accordance with such Plan, in 

conformity with the Ship-to-Ship transfer guide for Petroleum, Chemicals and Liquefied 

Gases1, and in accordance with these Regulations; 

iii) for bunkering, a statement that each Qualified Ship possesses a valid Approved Bunkering 

Operation Plan and that the Bunkering will be carried out in accordance with such Plan, in 

conformity with the ISO 20519:20212 and the IGC Code3, and in accordance with these 

Regulations; 

iv) the date, time and preferred geographical location of the intended NGTO; 

v) whether the NGTO are to be carried out at anchor or under way; 

vi) the planned duration of the NGTO; 

vii) the manning of each ship during the course of the NGTO including details of the manning 

certificates where requested; 

viii) the names, qualifications and relevant experience of the individual overseeing the NGTO 

along with their emergency contact details who shall have at a minimum the following:  

(1) Officers assigned specific duties and responsibilities related to cargo or cargo equipment 

must hold an STCW endorsement for Basi Liquefied Gas Tanker Cargo Operations; 

(2) Masters, Chief Mates and any person with immediate responsibility for loading, 

discharging, care in transit, handling of cargo, tank cleaning, or other cargo related 

operations must hold an STCW endorsement for Advanced Liquefied Gas Tanker Cargo 

 
1 Published by the International Chamber of Shipping; Oil Companies International Marine Forum; Society of 
International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators; Chemical Distribution Institute.  
2 Ships and marine technology — Specification for bunkering of liquefied natural gas fuelled ships. Edition 2, 2021.  
3 International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (IGC Code). 
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Operations; 

(3) Chief Engineer and First Assistant Engineer Officers, and any person with immediate 

responsibility for maintain both the cargo systems and equipment for the transfer of 

liquid cargoes in bulk must hold an STCW for Advanced Liquefied Gas tanker Cargo 

operations. This indorsement may have a limitation to maintenance and repair of cargo 

equipment.  If a mariner holds an endorsement with this limitation, they may not act as 

a person in charge (PIC). 

ix) if different from the owner of the vessel, the identity of the NGTSP and any organization 

tasked with directing and carrying out the NGTO; 

x) a written confirmation that the NGTSP is registered in accordance with these Regulations; 

xi) the quantities and properties of the cargo; 

xii) the quantities and properties of the cargo intended to be transferred between ships in bulk 

or for use as fuel; 

xiii) copies of the relevant bills of lading encompassing the above;  

xiv) the Emergency Plan prescribed under the best practices, including each ship's pollution 

response contingency arrangements relevant to the NGTO; and 

xv) evidence of the completion of a bunkering risk assessment suitable to the location and 

bunkering activity to be carried, such as HAZID, HAZOP, SIMPOs etc. 

b) the transfer areas are secure and safe; 

c) the vessel's moorings are strong enough to hold during all expected conditions of surge, current, 

and weather and are long enough to allow adjustment for changes in draft, drift, and tide during 

the transfer operation; 

d) transfer hoses and loading arms are long enough to allow the vessel to move to the limits of its 

moorings without placing strain on the hose, loading arm, or transfer piping system; 

e) each hose is supported to prevent kinking or other damage to the hose and strain on its coupling. 

f) each part of the transfer system is aligned to allow the flow of natural gas; 

g) each part of the transfer system not necessary for the transfer operation is securely blanked or 

shut off; 

h) the end of each hose and loading arm that is not connected for the transfer of natural gas is 

blanked off using the closure devices; 

i) the transfer system is attached to a fixed connection on the vessel and the facility except that 

when a vessel is receiving fuel, an automatic back pressure shutoff nozzle may be used; 

j) each transfer hose has no unrepaired loose covers, kinks, bulges, soft spots, or any other defect 
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which would permit the discharge of oil or hazardous material through the hose material and no 

gouges, cuts, or slashes that penetrate the first layer of hose reinforcement (“reinforcement” 

means the strength members of the hose, consisting of fabric, cord and/or metal); 

k) each hose or loading arm in use meets the following minimum requirements: 

i) the minimum design burst pressure for each hose assembly must be at least four times the 

sum of the pressure of the relief valve setting (or five times the maximum pump pressure 

when no relief valve is installed) plus the static head pressure of the transfer system, at the 

point where the hose is installed. 

ii) the maximum allowable working pressure (MAWP) for each hose assembly must be more 

than the sum of the pressure of the relief valve setting (or the maximum pump pressure when 

no relief valve is installed) plus the static head pressure of the transfer system, at the point 

where the hose is installed. 

iii) each nonmetallic hose must be certified for use for oil or hazardous material service. 

iv) each hose assembly must either have— 

(1) full threaded connections; 

(2) flanges that meet ANSI B16.5 or ANSI B16.24 (both incorporated by reference); or 

(3) quick-disconnect couplings that meet ASTM F1122 (incorporated by reference); 

v) each house assembly must be marked with the name of each product for which the hose may 

be used; 

vi) each hose must also be marked with – 

(1) maximum allowable working pressure; 

(2) date of manufacture; and 

(3) date of the latest equipment test or inspection. Test Certificates shall be available for 

inspection at all times and shall be presented upon request of an inspecting officer 

authorized by URCA and/or the BPD. 

vii) the hose burst pressure and pressure used for the latest equipment test or inspection under 

this section must not be marked on the hose and must be recorded elsewhere at hose records 

of the vessel or facility. 

viii) Each hose used to transfer fuel to a vessel that has a fill pipe for which containment cannot 

practically be provided must be equipped with an automatic back pressure shutoff nozzle. 

l) each connection meets the following requirements: 

i) any person who makes a connection for a transfer operation shall: 
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(1) use suitable material in joints and couplings to ensure a leak-free seal; 

(2) use a bolt in all holes,  

(3) use a bolt in each hole in each temporary bolted connection that uses a flange other than 

one that meets ANSI standards; 

(4) use a bolt in each hole of each permanently connected flange; 

(5) use bolts of the correct size in each bolted connection; and 

(6) tighten each bolt and nut uniformly to distribute the load and sufficiently to ensure a leak 

free seal. 

ii) a person who makes a connection for transfer operations must not use any bolt that shows 

signs of strain or is elongated or deteriorated. 

iii) no person shall use a connection for transfer operations unless it is: 

(1) a bolted or full threaded connection; 

(2) a quick-connect coupling acceptable to the Port Controller; or 

(3) an automatic back pressure shutoff nozzle is used. 

m) any monitoring devices are installed and operating properly; 

n) any discharge containment equipment is readily accessible or deployed as applicable; 

o) any discharge containment equipment is in place and periodically drained to provide the required 

capacity; 

p) each drain and scupper has been visually checked and confirmed to be free from debris and 

cracks; 

q) all connections in the transfer system are leak free except that a component in the transfer 

system, such as the packing glands of a pump, may leak at a rate that does not exceed the capacity 

of the discharge containment provided during the transfer operation; 

r) each vessel or facility must have a means that enables continuous two-way voice communication 

between the person in charge of the NG transfer operation on behalf of each vessel or facility 

involved in the operation which said means must be usable and effective in all phases of the NG 

transfer operation and all conditions of weather;  

s) language to be used during the NGTO is agreed; 

t) the facility must have an emergency means to enable the person in charge of the transfer on 

board the vessel, at that person's usual operating station, to stop the flow of natural gas which 

means must be an electric, pneumatic or mechanical linkage to the facility or an electronic voice 

communication system continuously operated by a person the facility who can stop the flow of 
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natural gas immediately and capable of stopping the flow of natural gas within thirty (30) seconds 

and at a point that minimizes the loss of natural gas in the event of the rupture or failure of the 

hose, loading arm or manifold valve;  

u) there is a person in charge on the transferring vessel or facility and the receiving vessel or facility 

as required under these Regulations; 

29) Before commencing the NGTO, the Person-in-Charge, designated under these Regulations, shall fill 

out, sign and submitted to the Port Department with a copy to URCA a Declaration of Inspection in 

accordance with the IAPH checklist incorporated by reference.  No person in charge may sign the 

Declaration of Inspection unless he has determined by inspection that the ship is in a position to carry 

out the NGTO operation safely. The ship’s people in charge shall each have a signed copy of the 

Declaration of Inspection available for inspection by the Port Controller during the transfer operation.  

The operators of each ship engaged in the transfer operation shall retain a signed copy of the 

Declaration of Inspection on board the ship for at least one (1) month from the date of signature. 

Compulsory Insurance  

30) The owner of a Qualified Ship shall ensure that valid hull and machinery and Protection and Indemnity 

(P&I) policies are maintained at their own expense.  

31) The Owners Protection and Indemnity policies shall include provisions for: 

a) injury, illness and death of crew, passengers and stevedores, or injury , illness or death of crew, 

passengers and stevedores;  

b) repatriation of crew and substitute expenses;  

c) diversion and other expenses incurred in landing refugees;  

d) sick persons and stowaways;  

e) collision liability and excess collision liability;  

f) pollution by LNG or other substances;  

g) property damage;  

h) towage contract liabilities and liabilities under other contracts;  

i) indemnities, cargo loss, shortage and damage;  

j) unrecoverable general average contributions;  

k) salvor's expense, fines, certain legal and other costs; and  

l) wreck removal.  
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Persons in Charge: Designation and Qualification 

32) Each operator or agent of a ship or each person who arranges for and hires a person to be in charge 

of a transfer of NGTO, shall designate, either by name or by position in the crew, the Person-in-Charge 

(PIC) of each transfer to or from the ship. 

33) The owner and operator of the ship, and his agent, shall ensure that each NGTO is supervised by a 

person designated as PIC of the transfer. 

34) No person may serve, and the owner or operator of the ship, and his agent, may not use the services 

of any person, as a PIC, unless that person:  

a) has sufficient training and experience with the relevant characteristics of the ship on which he or 

she is engaged to safely conduct a transfer of NGTO; 

b) holds a license or other document issued by the flag state or its authorized agent authorizing 

service as master, mate, pilot, engineer, or operator on that ship; 

c) is capable of reading, speaking, and understanding in English, or a language mutually-agreed-

upon, all instructions needed to commence, conduct, and complete a transfer of LNG (in bulk or 

for use as fuel), except that the use of an interpreter meets this requirement where the 

interpreter: 

i) fluently speaks the language spoken by each PIC; 

ii) is immediately available to the PIC on the tankship at all times during the transfer; and 

iii) is knowledgeable about, and conversant with terminology of, ships and transfers; and 

iv) is capable of effectively communicating with all crewmembers involved in the transfer with 

or without an interpreter; 

v) Either - 

(1) holds a Dangerous-Cargo Endorsement or Certificate issued by a flag state party to 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers (STCW), or other form of evidence acceptable to the BPD; or 

(2) is a National Fire Protection Association Certificated Marine Chemist. 

d) Hold a valid Certificate of Competency in accordance with the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), Regulation V/3, as 

endorsed for service on tankers carrying liquefied gases as acceptable to URCA and/or BPD; 

35) Upon request by Port Controller, the owner and operator of the ship, and his agent, shall provide 

documentary evidence that the Person-in-Charge has received the training specified under these 

regulations and is capable of competently performing the procedures necessary for the cargo. 

36) No person may serve as the Person-in-Charge of transfer operations on more than one ship at a time 

during transfers between ships or between two or more ships and a facility unless authorized by the 
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URCA.  

37) Any mariner assigned to stand a cargo watch during a Natural Gas Transfer Operation shall hold a 

valid Certificate of Competency as an Officer of the Watch (OOW) or Engineer Officer of the Watch 

(EOOW) in accordance with STCW Section II or III and shall perform such duties under the delegated 

authority and direct supervision of the PIC. 

Floating Storage 

38) Where a ship or facility intends to engage in floating storage of cargoes in Bahamian Waters for a 

period exceeding twenty-one (21) calendar days, the owner or operator shall notify the Port 

Controller in writing of its intention, along with the following: 

a) the quantity and nature of LNG on-board; 

b) the intended location of the floating storage;  

c) whether such intended floating storage will be at anchor or drifting or under way;  

d) the intended duration of such floating storage; and  

e) such other information as the Port Controller may from time-to-time request in writing. 

Suspension of Transfer Operations 

39) URCA and/or the BPD may issue a suspension notice to suspend Transfer Operations to a Qualified 

Ship, NGSTP or facility operator when URCA and/or BDP finds – 

 

a) an emergency exists; 

b) a condition requiring action to prevent the discharge or threat of discharge of natural gas exists; 

c) URCA and/or the BPD is unable to verify compliance with these Regulations through inspection; 

d) an approved NGTO endangers persons, property or the environment; or 

e) the owner of a Qualified Ship fails to comply with these Regulations and/or any other applicable 

laws or regulations issued under the Natural Gas Act, 2024. 

40) A Suspension Notice: 

a) may be effective immediately; 

b) is issued in writing unless it is effective immediately and then it may be issued orally and followed 

up in writing; 

c) if in writing, shall include a statement of each condition requiring correction to – 

i) prevent the discharge of natural gas; or 

ii) comply with this regulation; and 

d) is withdrawn when URCA advises that the condition requiring action to prevent the discharge or 

threat of discharge of natural gas has been corrected or no longer exists. 
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41) No Qualified Ship or facility operator to whom a suspension order has been issued may conduct 

NGTOs from the time the order is effective until that order is withdrawn. 

42) The Qualified Ship or facility operator may request reconsideration of the Suspension Order either 

orally or in writing to the agency who issued the Suspension Order. The request may contain 

supporting documentation and evidence that the vessel or facility operator wishes to have 

considered.   

43) In considering a request for reconsideration of a Suspension Order, URCA may authorize a deviation 

from these Regulations. 

44) Any person not satisfied with a decision made under Section 19 may appeal to the UAT.  

45) Notwithstanding the decision under this Section, the owner(s) of the Qualified Ship shall be and, in 

all respects, shall remain responsible for the safety of their respective vessel and of the NGTO in 

question. 

Part 4 Special requirements for Lightering 

Navigational warnings 

46) The Port Controller shall communicate the coordinates of any Lightering Zone to charting authorities, 

for their issuance as a Notice to Mariners.  

47) For the duration of any NGTO, every ship that is involved therein shall transmit appropriate 

navigational warnings to every other concerned ship. 

Designated LNG Lightering Zones 

48) URCA shall, upon obtaining the advice of the Port Controller following the Port Controller's 

consultation with The Bahamas Port Department, The Bahamas National Oil Spill Advisory 

Committee, The Royal Bahamas Defence Force, The Bahamas Department of Environmental Planning 

and Protection,  The Department of Environmental Health Services and any other organisation 

deemed necessary by URCA, designate by notice published on URCA’s website, all LNG Lightering 

Zones and their requisite operational requirements. 

49) When a Lightering Zone has been designated, lightering in each geographic area may only be 

conducted within the designated Lightering Zone. 

Factors Considered in Designating Lightering Zones. 

50) The following factors are considered in designating a Lightering Zone: 

a) the findings of the environmental analysis or, where prepared, the Environmental Impact 

Statement; 

b) The proximity of the Lightering Zone to: 

i) shipping lanes; 
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ii) ship traffic schemes or ship separation systems; 

iii) anchorages; 

iv) fixed structures; 

v) designated marine sanctuaries; 

vi) commercial and recreational fishing areas; 

vii) environmentally sensitive areas; and 

c) the traditional use of areas for lightering operations; 

d) the normal weather and sea conditions in the areas, and their effect on lightering operations, and 

the fate of possible cargo discharges; 

e) the depth of water and underwater obstructions that may adversely impact anchorages and 

clearance of ships; and 

f) any other relevant safety, environmental, or economic data. 

Part 5 General and Administrative 

Registration of Natural Gas Transfer Service Provider  

51) Every person who intends to act as a NGTSP shall apply to URCA for registration and submit to URCA 

a completed Application Form as set out in Form 3 of the First Schedule of these Regulations together 

with the following documentation and payment of the prescribed fee as set out in URCA’s Fee 

Schedule in accordance with these Regulations: 

 

a) a list of their natural gas transfer services; 

b) a list of its qualifications and experience; 

c) a list of its insurance arrangements; 

d) a list of certifications; 

e) an outline of relevant experience; 

f) a list of emergency contact details; 

g) a list of such other information as URCA may request. 

52) In considering whether to approve the registration of a person as an NGTSP, URCA shall take into 

consideration: 

a) whether and where the applicant is registered in other jurisdictions to perform similar operations; 

b) whether and when and to what extent the applicant has engaged in successful transfer operations 

in similar or other jurisdictions; 

c) whether and when and to what extent the applicant has been involved in transfer operations that 

have resulted in loss of product during the transfer process; 
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d) qualification of personnel engaged in the transfer process; 

e) bunkering operations procedures manual; 

f) whether Safety Management plan has been conducted; 

g) whether a safety assessment has been conducted for the proposed transfer operation; 

h) whether and to what extent has a checklist for STS LNG transfer operation based on the safety 

assessment has been prepared and submitted as a part of the application to URCA and/or BPD; 

and 

i) whether a STS mooring safety plan has been prepared. 

53) Where an application for NGTSP is approved, URCA shall issue a Certificate of Registration in the form 

as set out in Form 4 of the First Schedule of these Regulations, which shall be issued for a period 

included in the Certificate of Registration not exceeding twelve (12) months. 

Inspections 

54) URCA and/or the Port Controller may, upon receipt of an application to conduct a NGTO, require the 

attendance of an Officer, Inspector, or an impartial third-party representative at the direction of 

URCA and/or the Port Controller or nominated in accordance with the Oil Companies International 

Marine Forum (OCIMF) Ship Inspection Report Programme (SIRE) or Barge Inspection Report 

Programme (BIRE) program, on board either of the Qualified Ships— 

 

a) to be present during the course of a NGTO; or 

b) for the purpose of conducting an inspection. 

55) Notwithstanding the above, third-party representatives nominated under internationally recognized 

programs, such as the OCIMF Ship Inspection Report (SIRE) program, may be accepted for the purpose 

of inspection or oversight under these Regulations, provided they meet the criteria established by 

URCA and/or the Port Controller and are demonstrably independent and impartial. 

Reporting of an incident 

56) In the event of any fire, explosion, collision, grounding or any similar emergency or the threat thereof, 

the owner or operator of the ship shall immediately report to the Port Controller such emergency or 

threat thereof and shall confirm to the Port Controller that all applicable contingency and response 

plans have been duly activated.  

57) In the event of any escape of LNG or the existence of any condition or occurrence that presents a 

credible risk of such escape, the owner or operator of the ship shall immediately report to the Port 

Controller, BPD, DEPP, and URCA and shall confirm to the Port Controller, that all applicable 

contingency and response plans have been duly activated.  

58) Where the owner or operator of the ship fails to make a report as required by this section, he shall 

be guilty of an offence. 
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59) The Port Controller may authorize resuming the transfer operation where it is deemed appropriate. 

Fees 

60) Fees payable under these regulations shall be paid to URCA in the quantum as shall be set out in 

URCA’s Fee Schedule as may amended from time to time. 

61) URCA shall levy fees and include the quantum of fees in its fee schedule fees for the performance of 

specific services or regulatory actions undertaken in accordance with these regulations including but 

not limited to: 

a)  Acceptance and processing of application for permit to carry out NGTO; 

b) Acceptance and processing of an application for registration as a NGTSP; 

c) For attendance by an inspector; 

d) For the issuance of a permit to carry out a NGTO; 

e) For the issuance of a certificate of registration as a NGTSP; 

f) For the acceptance and processing of an application for approval of an operating plan; and 

g) For the approval of an operating plan. 

62) The methodology for determining fees under these Regulations shall be a flat fee as set out in URCA’s 

fee schedule which may be amended without notice from time to time.  

63) Fees shall not be prorated, waived, or refunded in whole or in part, regardless of the duration of the 

service or the outcome of the application, inspection, or regulatory decision. 

64) Any fees imposed under these regulations if unpaid constitute a debt which may be recovered in 

Court.  

Offences 

65) Any person who carries out a NGTO in contravention of these regulations, in a grossly negligent 

manner or with willful misconduct commits an offence is liable on summary conviction to a fine not 

exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year. 

Appeal 

66) Any person who is aggrieved by a decision under these Regulations shall within seven (7) business 

days appeal to UAT.  
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE 

FORM 1 - APPLICATION FORM TO CARRY OUT NATURAL GAS TRANSFER OPERATIONS 

(Section 21 of the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations, 2025 [NGS 03/2025]) 

THE INFORMATION ON THIS APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE PORT CONTROLLER NINETY-SIX 

(96) HOURS PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NATURAL GAS TRANSFER OPERATION. APPROVAL 

OF THE PORT CONTROLLER MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO COMMENCING NATURAL GAS TRANSFER 

OPERATIONS. 

APPLICANT DETAILS 

Name of Applicant: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Fax:   _________________________________________________________________ 

24‐hour Emergency Contact:  __________________________________________________________ 

Company Natural Gas Transfer Representative(s):  ______________________________________________ 

Natrural Gas Transfer Service Provider Name: ___________________________________________ 

Contact for NGTSP: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

DELIVERING VESSEL or BUNKER VESSEL DETAILS 

 
Vessel Name:    ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Call Sign:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
IMO Number:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Flag State:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Estimated Time of Arrival: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Product Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quantity to Transfer (tonnes):  __________________________________________________________ 
 
LNG Transfer or Bunkering Location:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Insurance:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECEIVING VESSEL or SERVICE VESSEL DETAILS 

 
Vessel Name:    ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Call Sign:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
IMO Number:   ________________________________________________________________ 
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Flag State:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Estimated Time of Arrival: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Destination Port or Terminal: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Insurance:  ________________________________________________________________ 

 
TRANSFER OPERATION DETAILS 

Transfer Type: 

 ☐ Ship-to-Ship (STS) LNG Lightering  

 ☐ Bunkering Operation 

 ☐ Other: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Total Number of Transfers Planned: ☐ 1 ☐ 2 ☐ 3  

Other (specify number) ________________________________________________________________ 

Provide estimated date/time/duration for each below: 

1st Transfer: _________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Transfer: _________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Transfer: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mooring Equipment and Location Details:  __________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Provide Brief Description of Transfer Operation: __________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________ __________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant    Date 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS CHECKLIST 
i) business licence; 
ii) Certificate of Incorporation; 
iii) liability insurance; 
iv) OCIMF Crew Matrix printout or alternatively a listing of the crew, their passports, qualifications and summary of 

experience; 
v) listing of vessels or facilities involved in the NGTO, their registration numbers, their deepest draft, their last port 

of call and the manifest copy of the cargo (where applicable); 
vi) an operation plan; 
vii) an emergency response and evacuation plan for both vessels (where applicable); 
viii) evidence of meeting the requirements of these regulations (for the avoidance of doubt, including codes and 

requirements incorporated by reference); 
ix) quantity of LNG on board; 
x) Pollution prevention and insurance certificates; 
xi) Safe manning certificates; 
xii) Mooring master and qualifications; 
xiii) LNG product specifications; 
xiv) Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for LNG; 
xv) Shipboard Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP); 
xvi) Emergency arrangements for the NGTO 

xvii) any information or documentation as may be reasonably required by the Port Controller.  
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FORM 2 - PERMIT TO CARRY OUT A SHIP-TO-SHIP TRANSFER OPERATION 

(Section 22 of the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations, 2025 [NGS 03/2025]) 

 

Permit No. ________________ 

This Permit is granted to _______________________________ authorising them to carry out a Natural 

Gas Transfer Operation for commercial purposes by means of 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

(Name[s] and Description[s] of vessel[s]) 

 

Registration number ______________________________________ 

This Permit – 

(a) Shall not be transferred or assigned; 

(b) Authorises only the vessel(s) and/or facility named and described thereon to carry 

out above to carry out Natural Gas Transfer Operation; 

(c) [Insert any other conditions that may be imposed or information that may be 

requested] 

This Permit expires on _________________________________________________________________ 

 

DATED this _____________________ day of ___________________ A.D., 20_____________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

PORT CONTROLLER 
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FORM 3 - APPLICATION FORM FOR REGISTRATION AS A NATURAL GAS TRANSFER SERVICE PROVIDER 

(NGTSP) 

(Section 51 of the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations, 2025 [NGS 03/2025]) 

To: 
The Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority (URCA) 
Fredrick House 
Fredrick Street 
P.O. Box N-4860 
Nassau, The Bahamas 
Email: info@urcabahamas.bs 
Phone: (242) 393-0234 

 

1.1.1 Section 1 – Applicant Information 

• Legal Name of Applicant: __________________________________________ 
• Trading Name (if different): ________________________________________ 
• Registered Business Address: _______________________________________ 
• Mailing Address (if different): ______________________________________ 
• Telephone Number: _______________________________________________ 
• Email Address: ___________________________________________________ 
• Business Registration Number: ______________________________________ 
• Jurisdiction of Incorporation: _______________________________________ 

1.1.2 Section 2 – Description of Services 

Please provide detailed information for each of the following: 

a) List of natural gas transfer services to be provided: 

☐ Attached as Appendix A 

b) List of qualifications and experience relevant to the services: 

☐ Attached as Appendix B 

c) List of insurance arrangements (including liability, environmental, and other relevant coverage): 

☐ Attached as Appendix C 

d) List of certifications (e.g., ISO, STCW, OCIMF, SIGTTO): 

☐ Attached as Appendix D 

e) Outline of relevant LNG or gas transfer experience: 

☐ Attached as Appendix E 

f) List of emergency contact details (24/7): 

☐ Attached as Appendix F 

g) Any other information as requested by URCA: 

☐ Attached as Appendix G 
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1.1.3 Section 3 – Declaration by Applicant 

I, the undersigned, hereby apply for registration as a Natural Gas Transfer Service Provider in 
accordance with the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations and declare that: 

1. The information provided in this application and the attached appendices is true and accurate 
to the best of my knowledge; 

2. I am duly authorized to submit this application on behalf of the organization named above; and 
3. I acknowledge that providing false or misleading information may result in refusal or revocation 

of registration. 

• Full Name: __________________________________________ 
• Position/Title: ______________________________________ 
• Signature: __________________________________________ 
• Date: _______________________________________________ 

1.1.4 Section 4 – Fee Payment 

Prescribed Application Fee: B$ As per URCA’s fee schedule published on its website 

☐ Proof of payment attached 

Note: Payments can be made via cheque, money order, credit card, or bank transfer/wire. URCA does not 
accept cash payments on its premises. For credit card payments, please download the URCA Credit Card 
Authorization Form. For bank transfer/wire instructions, please refer to the URCA Fees Bank T 

  

https://urcabahamas.bs/licensing/fee-schedule/
https://urcabahamas.bs/licensing/fee-schedule/
https://urcabahamas.bs/licensing/fee-schedule/
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FORM 4 – CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION AS A NATURAL GAS TRANSFER SERVICES OPERATOR 

(Section 53 of the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations, 2025 [NGS 03/2025]) 

 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 

 

 

Issued To:  (company/person):     

 

Address:            

 

 

The holder of this certificate is registered under the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulation 

(NG03/2025) as a NATURAL GAS TRANSFERS SERVICE PROVIDER 

 

For:     

 

Location:     

             

Registration No.:     

 

Date of Issue:          

  

Date of expiration:          

 

This Licence shall continue in force until the earlier of the following: 

 

1. The Licence is removed from the Register by URCA; 

2. The Licence expires 

 

The terms and conditions for this certificate of registration are compliance with the provisions of the 

Natural Gas Act, 2024 and the Natural Gas Transfer Operations Regulations (NGS 03/2025).  

 

 

Signature of the Chief Executive Officer (CEO):   
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